Biodiversity Informatics/Conservation Planning Specialist for Madagascar

University of California, Berkeley
REBIOMA: The Reseau de la Biodiversite de Madagascar  (REBIOMA) works with the Government of Madagascar to ensure that the best scientific planning for biodiversity conservation is used in marine and terrestrial conservation planning for this biodiversity hotspot region.   REBIOMA’s team of international and Malagasy experts are developing and testing a web-based biodiversity information system that is the first in the world to integrate state-of-the-art tools for describing, accessing, geo-referencing, modeling and serving biodiversity data and conservation plans within a single web-based service.  REBIOMA, a joint project of University of California, Berkeley and the Wildlife Conservation Society, is building national capacity to manage biodiversity data and to plan and monitor conservation areas.  
Major Job Activities:  Working with other technical experts and team members in Madagascar, support marine and terrestrial conservation planning activities; support development of REBIOMA web-portal, particularly access and acquisition of new datasets; assist in capacity building of REBIOMA team; conduct grant writing and administration (budgets and reports); coordinate project activities and logistics.  Although the job will include contributions to research and publications, the primary focus of the position is to achieve conservation outcomes.  The Specialist will need to spend significant portions of time in Madagascar (or, alternatively, could be based there and travel periodically to University of California).
Selection criteria

Required Knowledge and Skills: 
· Advanced degree in related environmental discipline
· GIS skills
· Conservation planning tools (e.g. Marxan, Zonation, other)

· Database management

· Effective oral and written communication skills, English
· Organizational ability
· Attention to detail

Knowledge and Skills in several of the following areas Desirable:
· Analytical skills (modeling and/or statistics)

· Biodiversity informatics

· Experience in project coordination, especially nature conservation
· Knowledge of French language (spoken)

· Experience working in a developing country (>=1 year) 
Submit a CV, brief letter, and names and contacts of 3 references to Jeanne G. Kassis (Position #101, Berkeley Natural History Museums, 3101 Valley Life Science Building, UC Berkeley, CA 94720 or as attachments by email to kassj@berkeley.edu by July 26, 2008.  Further information about the position and project is available at http://nature.berkeley.edu/kremenlab/kremen_research.html.  The University of California, Berkeley, is an Equal Opportunity Employer committed to excellence through diversity.
