Natural Collections Descriptions (NCD)

Bid to GBIF for the development of an NCD toolkit

Outline draft – 10/11/2006
Introduction

The Natural Collections Descriptions (NCD) data interchange standard is being developed to hold information about entire collections of natural history material. Background information on NCD and the uses of collection description records may be found at the TDWG Website: http://www.tdwg.org/subgroups/ncd/frontpage/
This bid is for funds to develop a toolkit for use by GBIF National Nodes and others to aid the creation and aggregation of collections descriptions in a standardised format. The toolkit will be a development of the implementation of NCD created by the Netherlands GBIF Node (NLBIF), which comprises and database and Web editor. 

1. Harmonise NCD schema with NLBIF database to create a stable version of NCD for testing purposes. 2 days
2. Internationalization: some (minor) adjustments to ensure that the database is suitable for international use. Primarily dealing with language issues. 3 days
3. Add selected import and export options. Specific targets are EAD and NoDIT import, with a more generic option where a database can be mapped against the NCD schema, as with DiGIR or PyWrapper. 3 weeks
4. Create an installation executable for easy installation on multiple platforms. 2 weeks
5. Create documentation for installation and usage (English only). 2 weeks
6. Establish a helpdesk and maintenance (this could perhaps be matched with NLBIF money)

7. Testing and reporting. 2 weeks
8. Determine central indexing options and plan the implementation of the recommended option. 
Tasks 1 to 8 would be completed by NLBIF who have agreed to do this work at cost, which is Euro 50 per hour. The estimated time for these tasks is 10 weeks, making a total of 20K Euro (10*40*50). 

Task 9 and additional external testing would be carried out by other NCD Task Group members.
